
WAYNE TOWNSHIP BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

May 6, 2019 
 

1. Call to Order: Supervisor Butts called the meeting to order at 7:31 P.M. 
2. Attendance: Frank Butts, present; Kurt Reich, present; Judith Fusko, present; James Griggs, present; 

Frank Maley, present. 
 Citizens: One citizen was present: Craig Yeager. 
 Guests:   State Representative Aaron Miller 
3. Pledge of Allegiance:  Maley led the pledge to the United States flag. 
4. Invocation: Butts gave the invocation. 
5. Approval of Minutes: Motion by Fusko to approve the minutes of the April 1, 2019 Board meeting 

as printed. Support by Maley. Motion carried. 
6. Treasurer’s Report: General Fund Balance: $427,609.18; Receipts: $11,172.46; Expenditures: 

$65,729.50; New General Fund Balance: $373,052.14; Fire Department Fund Balance (includes 

Sinking Funds): $153,326.91; Receipts: $38,092.41; Expenditures: $5,070.41; New Fire Department 

Fund Balance: $186,348.91; Trust and Agency Accounts (Property Taxes, Special Assessment, 

and Fire Escrow) Balance: $42,833.07. Motion by Reich to accept the Treasurer’s Report as 
printed. Support by Maley. Motion carried. 

7. Approval of Agenda: Butts requested that New Floor be added to Old Business and that Fire Chief 
Search be added to New Business. 

8. Guest Comments: State Representative Miller said that he had attended the recent area meeting of Fire 
 Chiefs and the State Fire Marshall. He said that training requirement changes was the main topic of 
 discussion. Miller stated that he is the Budget Committee Vice Chairman of the State House and that the 

budget process will probably take longer and be more difficult than in the last several years since the 
executive branch and legislative branch are held by different political parties. 

9. Public Comments: Angela Johnson: Johnson, who lives on Alan Terrace, said she was present to 
 bring a terrible condition of blight and dangerous buildings to the Board’s attention. She gave the Board 
 pictures of what she was referring to. Butts said that the Board would add the two properties to its 
 list of blighted properties. 
10. Reports: 
 A. Building Inspector: There was no report. 
 B.  Zoning Administrator: There was no report of permits issued. Butts said that Mark Davis had 
  told him that Michael McManus, who had been denied a variance by the Zoning Board of Appeals 

 on June 18, 2018, had told Davis that he is considering applying for another variance (on the 
 same property where he had never purchased a Building Permit and where the setback on the 
 north side of the property would be very small). Butts said that McManus has a right to apply for a 
 variance when it is at least one year from the denial of a variance. Butts said that a property 
 owners near Meade St. (third property going north) wants to tear down their cottage to build a 
 new home. He said that the owner told Davis that they will be applying for a variance to have five 
 feet side yard setbacks instead of the minimum ten feet setback. Butts said that a survey is being  

  required. He reported that Davis had been taking complaints from Joe Bonczynski concerning 
  his neighbor, Sean Sirk, and all of the items Sirk has are on his property and the materials he is  
  storing are very close to Bonczynski’s property line. Butts did point out that since the properties 

 are in an agriculture zone the allowances for storage are different from residential zones. 
 C.  Electrical Inspector: Two Electrical Permits were issued for $260.00. 
 D. Mechanical Inspector: Three Mechanical Permits were issued for $570.00. 
 E.  Plumbing Inspector: Two Plumbing Permits were issued for $549.00. 

F. Assessor: There was no report. 
G. Cemetery Manager: Two plots were sold and there was one full burial. 
H. Fire Board: The minutes of the Fire Board meeting were placed on file. Butts said that the 

minutes were going to be amended to reflect the fact that the Fire Board had gone into a closed 
session. He reported that there had been thirteen runs in April.  

 I. Blight Inspector: Reich said that Mosier would be coming up north from taking care of his 



  granddaughter on May 23 or 24 and would be making inspections then. He said that Mosier  
  would be going back to Tennessee at the beginning of August so we will need to be looking for 
  a new Ordinance Enforcement Officer. Butts said that he had a lead on a deputy on the Sheriff’s 
  Department. It was decided that Reich should send letters to all the people who have been 
  complained about concerning blight and inform them about Mosier will be making inspections on  
  his arrival at home. 
 J. Unsafe Building(s): (1.) Baker, Shannon and Michelle: Yeager said that the Bakers continue  
  to work on taking their home down. 
 K. Zoning Violation(s): Butts did not report if Don Herter had found out about the state’s building  
  code regulations concerning the distance allowed between buildings. 
 L. Planning Commission: The next meeting will be June 13 and it will continue discussing the 
  regulation of solar panels. 
 M. Zoning Board of Appeals: There has been a new application for a variance by a property owner 
  at Twin Lakes.  
 N. Dowagiac District Library (DDL): Reich said that meetings are being held on the design of the 
  interior and exterior of the library. He said that the staff continues to do an excellent job with 
  new programs for all age groups. 
 O. Emergency Services Authority (ESA): Butts had received run reports for the months of March  
  and April. Pride Care had sent in a large payment to reimburse for heat, electric and phone. It  
  was noted that the Township had to send its share to pay back the City of Dowagiac for services 
  of its attorney to amend the by-laws of the ESA to allow for a five year contract. Butts then went  
  over the numbers for the quarterly report.  
 P. Treasurer: Fusko went over her very thorough written report. She added that she and her deputy 
  had gone to Cassopolis for training on the new property tax software. 
 Q. Clerk: Reich explained that he wanted to amend the Ambulance Expenses portion of the budget 
  to be able to show the actual expenses by adding insurance (liability insurance for the ESA) and  
  legal expenses. He recommended a budget of $400.00 for each line item. He also said that the 
  Safety Education and Community Recognition line item was over by $40.00 and should be raised 
  to $700.00 and that the Office Expenses line item for the Electrical Inspector be set at $100.00.  
  Motion by Reich to add the line items of Insurance and Legal Expenses to the Ambulance  
  Expenses portion of the budget with $400.00 in each line item and that the Safety   
  Education & Community Recognition line item by increased to $700.00 and the Office 
  Expenses line item of the Electrical Inspector be set at $100.00. Support by Fusko. Roll 
  call vote: Kurt Reich, yes; Judith Fusko, yes; Frank Maley, yes; James Griggs, yes; Frank 
  Butts, yes. With five yes votes and zero no votes, the motion to amend the budget was  
  passed.  

R. Supervisor: Supervisor Butts: (1.) said that he noticed vehicles parked behind the fence of 
 M-51 Auto Parts. He said that this will have to be checked in to as outdoor storage of vehicles is 
 not allowed; (2.) reported that the ISO had sent a map to the Fire Department asking that the 
 facts on the map be checked for accuracy. He said that a lot of corrections needed to be made; 
 (3.) said that the 911 Authority is now at full staff. He said that it had handled 13,000 incidents in 
 the first quarter. Butts added that the State is auditing the agency over its funds; (4.) reported 
 that the State is going to add twelve hours of new training for firemen and sixteen hours extra 
 training for officers; (5.) said that the State is still working out what to do with the fire suppression 
 foam used by fire departments that is harmful to groundwater. 

 S. Township Website: Griggs said that he is updating information in the website. 
 T. MEANDRS: Maley said that there has not been any meeting scheduled. 
11. Payment of Bills: Motion by Griggs to pay the list of bills. Support by Maley. Motion carried.   
12. Old Business: Hallway Floor Covering: The new floor covering is complete. There were many 
 compliments to the committee on how good the floor looks and to Butts for all his work with the men who  
 installed the floor and for putting in the toilets and to Maley for helping Butts to put up the doors that had 
 been taken down.  
13. New Business:  

 A. Fireworks Permit Request from Todd Bounds: Butts said that he had received all of the  
  required materials from Todd Bounds for a fireworks permit. Motion by Griggs to grant a  



  fireworks permit to Todd Bounds. Support by Maley. Motion carried. 
 B. Weather Siren at Twin Lakes: Butts said that he had recently learned that the weather siren 
  at Twin Lakes had not been serviced since it was installed in 2007. He said that he had spoken to 
  the company that had installed the siren and they have put it on their schedule to service it this 
  fall. 
 C.  Tax Reverted Properties: The County Treasurer had sent a list of properties that will be going 
  up for tax sale in the township to inquire if the Township wished to pay the back taxes and get 
  the property for public use. Fusko had located all of the properties on a map. The County   
  Treasurer had stipulated that she needed to receive a letter stating whether the Township was 
  interested or not. Motion by Fusko to inform the County Treasurer that the Township does 
  not wish to purchase any of the properties. Support by Maley. Motion carried. 
 D. Setting Up a Process to Select and Evaluate a Fire Chief: Butts asked for input as to what 
  process Board members thought should be used by the Fire Administrative Board to select a 
  new Fire Chief when a new chief is needed. There was a lengthy discussion about the issue. 
  It was suggested that in the future the Fire Board have a formal evaluation of the Fire Chief 
  every two to three years with a performance review every year. There was no final decision 
  on what process the Fire Board should follow when it is necessary to select a new Fire Chief.  
14. Public Comments: There were no Public Comments 
15. Adjournment: Motion by Griggs that the meeting be adjourned. Support by Maley. Motion carried.  
The meeting was adjourned at 10:06 P.M.  
Kurt Reich, Clerk 


