
WAYNE TOWNSHIP BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

March 5, 2018 
 

1. Call to Order: Supervisor Butts called the meeting to order at 7:32 P.M. 
2. Attendance: Frank Butts, present; Kurt Reich, present; Judith Fusko, present; James Griggs, present; 

Frank Maley, present. Three Township residents (Michael Krager, Jr., Craig Yeager and Nancy Tabbert) 
were present. One guest, State Representative Aaron Miller, was present. 

3. Pledge of Allegiance:  The pledge to the United States flag was led by Maley. 
4. Invocation: Butts gave the invocation. 
5. Approval of Minutes:  
 A. Motion by Fusko to approve the minutes of the February 5, 2018 Board Meeting as 

 printed. Support by Griggs. Motion carried. 
 B. Motion by Griggs to approve the minutes of the February 26, 2018 Budget Work Session 
  as printed. Support by Maley. Motion carried. 
6. Treasurer’s Report: General Fund Balance: $374,277.89; Receipts: $34,442.81; Expenditures: 
 $14,419.18; New General Fund Balance: $394,300.52; Fire Department Fund Balance (includes 
 Sinking Funds): $151,034.08; Receipts: $563.75; Expenditures: $28,346.77; New Fire Department 
 Fund Balance: $123,251.06; Trust and Agency Accounts (Property Taxes, Special Assessment, 
 and Fire Escrow) Balance: $50,006.53. Motion by Reich to accept the Treasurer’s Report as 
 printed. Support by Maley. Motion carried. 
7. Approval of Agenda: Butts asked that a resolution stating that letters to the Board of Review are to be 
 accepted until Friday, March 16 be added to the agenda. 
8. Presentation by Guest Speaker: State Representative Aaron Miller: Miller gave updates on what has 
 been going on in Lansing: (1.) driver responsibilities fees have been removed; (2.) there was a $155 

million surplus in the State’s budget and the legislature voted to put all of the surplus money into road 
 repair; (3.) the federal income tax reforms have eliminated much of the federal tax deduction for state 

taxes. This is affecting how people are now paying their taxes to the local governments; (4.) He is 
sponsoring a bill to get deep wells approved in a more timely manner. He described parts of the bill that 
are designed to protect groundwater.  

9. Public Comments: Nancy Tabbert: Tabbert said that she had three issues to bring to the Board’s  
 attention: (1.) directly across Glenwood Rd. from her home, the property owner is bringing in a lot of 
 junk, including old furniture, etc. and then burning it. She said that he has brought in a lot more junk  
 since the last burning. Butts said that the next time she notices him burning the pile of rubbish she 
 is to call 911 to have the Fire Department come out. He said that it is illegal to burn anything except 
 natural wood. Butts also said that the Township would contact the owner telling him that what he is doing 

is against the Township’s Blight Ordinance; (2.) the person living on the property formerly owned by 
 Larry Conrad appears to be bringing in vehicles to fix in his garage and then sell them or collect money  
 for any repairs he made. She said that he currently has three or four unlicensed cars across from her 

property; (3.) there is no street sign for Hatch St. at the end of the road where the stop sign is. 
10. Reports:   
 A. Building Inspector:  There was no report. 
 B.  Zoning Administrator: There was no report. 
 C.  Electrical Inspector: There was no report. 
 D. Mechanical Inspector: One Mechanical Permit was issued for $215.00. 
 E.  Plumbing Inspector: Two Plumbing Permits were issued for$315.00. 

F. Assessor: Butts said that the Board of Review meets next week. 
G. Cemetery Manager: Michael Krager reported that there had been no burials and no sales of 
 lots or plots. He said that the Cemetery Committee had met. Fusko went over the main points of 

the meeting. She said that the committee was recommending that there be no changes to the 
 cost of lots or plots but is recommending some raises in the charge for burials. Fusko said that  
 a new lease agreement with Berrybrook Farms for four years is ready for the Township Board to 

approve. (This is for two acres next to the North Wayne Cemetery.) Motion by Griggs to 
approve the proposed burial fee structure. Support by Maley. Motion carried. Motion by 
Maley to approve the proposed four year, two acre lease agreement with Berrybrook 
Farms. Support by Fusko. Motion carried. 

H. Fire Board: The minutes of the Fire Board meeting were placed on file. Butts reported that there 
  had been eight runs in February. He said that the Firemen’s Dinner will be the second or third  
  Saturday in April. A quote to replace the middle row of lights in the east equipment bay has been 
  received from Don Wolford. Motion by Reich to approve the quote from Don Wolford to 
  replace the middle row fluorescent lights in the east equipment bay with LED lights. 
  Support by Fusko. Motion carried. 



 I. Blight Inspector: There were no new reports due the winter weather. (1.) Earl, Kenneth; (2.)  
  Graham, Robert:; (3) Kladis, Dawn: Reich said that he had been called by Kladis who told him  
  that she was letting the house at Twin Lakes go back to the bank. Fusko stated  that the property 
  is still under Kladis’ name; (4.) Roggow, Michael: this case is on hold; (5.) Jerrita Thielmann: a  
  working address is needed. 
 J. Unsafe Building(s): none 
 K. Zoning Violation(s): (1.) Butts confirmed that more vehicles are being brought onto the property  
  that used to be Big Bouys Toys. Butts said that the Planning Commission will take up the case at  
  its March 8 meeting. Motion by Maley to have the attorney take action to get the property 
  owners to follow the results of the Planning Commission’s Hearing denying the issuance 
  of a Special Use Permit; (2.) There has been no action concerning the house on Lakeshore Dr. 
  owned by Michael McManus which was doubled or nearly tripled in size with no permits and  
  is too close to the property line. The owner talked to Mark Davis and asked what he needs to do  
  to have a hearing before the Zoning Board of Appeals to get a variance. McManus has not been 
  in the country since then so Davis told the Building Inspector, Don Herter, to Red Tag the site  
  because no permits have been purchased for the project. Davis had told the owner that it would 
  be difficult to get a variance because of the violations and the fact that the house is now just  
  three feet from the property line. There was consensus by the Board that McManus can apply for 
  a variance even if there are so many violations. 
 L. Planning Commission: The meeting of the Planning Commission will be March 8. 
 M. Dowagiac District Library (DDL): Reich reported that the Library Board had approved the plan 
  to add a two story addition to the library. He said that the Board is planning to have the election 
  at the August Primary. 
 N. Emergency Services Authority (ESA): Butts said that the monthly report on runs had come  
  today. He said that many of the runs were high in time due to the bad roads due to the weather.  
  Butts reported that Hartford Township and the city of Hartford have chosen Pride Care as their 
  ambulance provider. 
 O. Treasurer: Fusko went over her written report which was very thorough. Butts commended her  
  for the thoroughness of her reports. 

P. Clerk: Reich said that the Board needed to approve a couple of amendments to line items in the  
 budget. He went over the proposed amendments and there were no questions. Motion by Reich 
 to reduce the Tax Roll and Statement Preparation line item in the Supervisor’s section by 
 $300.00 and increase the Training line item in the Supervisor’s section by $300.00; and 
 reduce the Heat line item under the Township Hall section by $100.00 and increase the 
 Telephone line item under the Township Hall section by $100.00. Support by Fusko. 
 Motion carried. 
Q. Supervisor: Supervisor Butts: (1.) asked if the Township had been reimbursed by Ms. McCuddy 
 who had requested the speed limit sign on Alan Terrace. Fusko and Reich said that no money 
 had been sent in. Motion by Butts that whenever the Township Board agrees to order 
 a sign requested by a citizen the Board policy shall be to collect the 50% of the cost that 
 has normally been paid by the citizen who requests the sign before the sign is ordered 
 by the Township. Support by Griggs. Motion carried; (2.) said that there will be a hazardous 
 waste collection at the Cass County Fair Grounds on Saturday, May 19 from 9:00 A.M. to 12:00 
 noon; (3.) reported Michigan Die Casting has paid the fees the Township had paid to its 
 attorney’s legal firm for getting the transfer of the IFE from Premier Die Casting to Michigan Die 
 Casting; (4.) said that Comcast has changed ownership but that nothing in the franchise 
 agreement will change; (5.) reported that he had attended a meeting where the Road 
 Commission leader was present and that he had announced that next winter less sand will be 
 used on icy roads and more salt and brine will be used. Butts said that the Road Commission has 
 changed its policy on dangerous trees and that if a citizen believes a tree may fall on the road 
 they should call the Road Commission; (6.) said that Bruce Gant has told him that he is having 
 trouble getting a new mortgage because he has three parcels where his house is instead of one 
 parcel. Butts told him that he should go to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a variance; (7.) 
 thanked Fusko for writing the Thank You letter to Robert Cook for his participation on the 
 Cemetery  Committee ; (8.) said that the Township had received an estimate from its attorney 
 on the cost of setting up a Weed Control Special Assessment District at Mill Pond; (9.) Fusko 
 said that she had spoken to our County Commissioner who said that he will attend a Township 
 Board meeting in the near future. 

 R. Township Website: Griggs said that he continues to update the Township’s website. 
 S. MEANDRS: Maley shared information from the Cass County Conservation District on its annual  
  tree sale; he said that the power station at the dam on Pucker St. will be the first step in   
  removing the dam; reported that there is going to be a “River Cleanup” on May 1 from 4 to 6 P.M. 



  at Family Fare in Dowagiac. 
11. Payment of Bills: Motion by Fusko to pay the list of bills with the addition of $59.95 to MEC for 
 one month of High Speed Internet and $1,214.50 to Lake Michigan Mailers to mail out the new 
 Property Assessment Notices. Support by Maley. Motion carried. 
12. Old Business:  
 A. Township Hall/Fire Station Sign: Butts asked for the Sign Committee to meet to choose the 
  location of the sign. 
 B. Road Work for 2018: Motion by Griggs to approve the ten road work contracts that had 
  been discussed at the February meeting. Support by Maley. Motion carried.  
13. New Business:  
 A. Resolution R-18-03-01 to Approve the 2018 - 2019 Fiscal Year Budget: Motion by Frank  
  L. Butts to adopt Resolution R-18-03-01 to approve the 2018 – 2019 Fiscal Year Budget.  
  Support by James K. Griggs. Roll call vote: Frank L. Butts, yes; Kurt E. Reich, yes; Judith 
  Anne Fusko, yes; Frank H. Maley, yes; James K. Griggs, yes. With five yes votes and zero 
  no votes, the resolution was adopted. 
 B. Resolution R-18-03-02 Setting the Dates of the Township Board Meetings for Fiscal Year  
  2018 – 2019: Motion by Frank L. Butts to adopt Resolution R-18-03-02 setting the Board  
  meeting dates of the 2018 – 2019 Fiscal Year. Support by Frank H. Maley. Roll call vote:  
  Frank L. Butts, yes; Kurt E. Reich, yes; Judith Anne Fusko, yes; Frank H. Maley, yes;  
  James K. Griggs, yes. With five yes votes and zero no votes, the resolution was adopted. 
 C. Resolution R-18-03-03 Setting the Salary for the Township Supervisor: Motion by Kurt  
  E. Reich to adopt Resolution R-18-03-03 to set the Township Supervisor’s salary at 
  $16,200.00 per year. Support by Judith Anne Fusko. Roll call vote: Kurt E. Reich, yes; 
  Judith Anne Fusko, yes; Frank H. Maley, yes; James K. Griggs, yes; Frank L. Butts, yes. 
  With five yes votes and zero no votes, the resolution was adopted. 
 D. Resolution R-18-03-04 Setting the Salary for the Township Clerk: Motion by Judith Anne 
  Fusko to adopt Resolution R-18-03-04 to set the salary of the Township Clerk at 
  $16,200.00 per year. Support by Frank H. Maley. Roll call vote: Judith Anne Fusko, yes; 
  Frank H. Maley, yes; James K. Griggs, yes; Frank L. Butts; Kurt E. Reich, yes. With five 
  yes votes and zero no votes, the resolution was adopted. 
 E. Resolution R-18-03-05 Setting the Salary for the Township Treasurer: Motion by Frank L. 
  Butts to adopt Resolution R-18-03-05 to set the salary of the Township’s Treasurer at 
  $16,200.00 per year. Support by Frank H. Maley. Roll call vote: Frank L. Butts, yes; Kurt E.  
  Reich, yes; Judith Anne Fusko, yes; Frank H. Maley, yes; James K. Griggs, yes. With five  
  yes votes and zero no votes, the resolution was adopted. 
 F. Resolution R-18-03-06 Setting the Salary for the Township Trustees: Motion by Frank L. 
  Butts to adopt Resolution R-18-03-06 to set the salary of the Township’s Trustees at 
  $3,000.00 per year. Support by Judith Anne Fusko. Roll call vote: Frank L. Butts, yes; Kurt  
  E. Reich, yes; Judith Anne Fusko, yes; Frank H. Maley, yes; James K. Griggs, yes. With  
  five yes votes and zero no votes, the resolution was adopted. 
 G. Reappointment to the Cemetery Committee: Motion by Reich to reappoint Judy Fusko to a 
  full three year term (April 1, 2018 – March 31, 2021) to the Wayne Township Cemetery  
  Committee. Support by Maley. Motion carried. 
 H. Appointment to the Cemetery Committee: Motion by Fusko to appoint DeDee Luke to fill 
  the unexpired term of Robert Cook (ending March 31, 2020) to the Wayne Township  
  Cemetery Committee. Support by Maley. Motion carried. 
 I. Contract with Yeo and Yeo to Perform the 2018 Bookkeeping Audit: Motion by Reich to  
  approve the contract with Yeo and Yeo to perform the 2018 Bookkeeping Audit. Support 
  by Maley. Motion carried. 
 J. Resolution R-18-03-07 Stating that the Board of Review Will Accept Letters Appealing 
  the New Assessment until Friday, March 16, 2018: Motion by Frank L. Butts to adopt  
  Resolution R-18-03-07 Stating that the Board of Review will accept appeal letters for the 
  new assessment until Friday, March 16, 2018. Support by Griggs. Roll call vote: Frank 
  L. Butts, yes; Kurt E. Reich, yes; Judith Anne Fusko, yes; Frank H. Maley, yes; James K. 
  Griggs, yes. With five yes votes and zero no votes, Butts declared the Resolution adopted.   
14. Public Comments: There were no Public Comments. 
15. Adjournment: Motion by Griggs that the meeting be adjourned. Support by Maley. Motion carried.  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:03 P.M.  
Kurt Reich, Clerk 


