
WAYNE TOWNSHIP BOARD
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

May 4, 2020

1. Call to Order: Supervisor Butts called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. (It is to be noted 
that proper Social Distancing was observed by all present. Also, all Board members wore 
appropriate face masks.)
2. Attendance: Frank Butts, present; Kurt Reich, present; Judith Fusko, present; James 

Griggs, present; Frank Maley, present. 
Citizens: Craig Yeager was present.
Guests: none

3. Pledge of Allegiance: Butts led the pledge to the United States flag.
4. Invocation: Maley gave the invocation.
5. Approval of Minutes: Motion by Fusko to approve the minutes of the April 6, 2020 

Board Meeting
as printed. Support by Maley. Motion carried.

6. Treasurer’s Report: General Fund Balance: $441,142.25; Receipts: $8,097.49; 
Expenditures: $30,392.65; New General Fund Balance: $418,847.09; Fire Department 
Fund Balance (includes Sinking Funds): $174,919.81; Receipts: $38,564.28; 
Expenditures: $14,256.62; New Fire Department Fund Balance: $199,227.47; Trust 
and Agency Accounts (Property Taxes, Special Assessment, and Fire Escrow) 
Balance: $47,667.45. Motion by Reich to accept the Treasurer’s Report as printed. 
Support by Griggs. Motion carried.

7. Approval of Agenda: No changes were made to the agenda.
8. Guest Comments: none
9. Public Comments: Craig Yeager: Yeager said that his neighbor is creating a mess in 

Wanda Allen’s yard by scrapping next to the road and even in the road. This creates 
blight and is a danger to drivers.

10. Reports:
A. Building Inspector: Butts said that there has been a problem with Don Herter’s 
cell phone not

working correctly and/or by the message function being full. He has talked to 
Herter about it.
B. Zoning Administrator: There was no report.
C. Electrical Inspector: Two Electrical Permits were issued for $320.00. 
D. Mechanical Inspector: Four Mechanical Permits were issued for $685.00
E. Plumbing Inspector: No Plumbing Permits were issued.
F. Assessor: Butts said that a property owner had not turned in their poverty 

exemption form on time. He spoke to Kays to see if the property owner can 
turn it in at the July Board of Review meeting. Kays said that is possible and 
Butts said that he has let the property owner know.  

G. Cemetery Manager: Yeager said that there had not been any burials and that 
there had not 
been any sales of lots or plots. He said that area cemeteries are allowing funerals 
as long as the
“social distancing” of six feet apart is adhered to.

H. Fire Board: Butts said that the Fire Board had not met due to the lack of a 
quorum. He said that the fire department had responded to fourteen calls in April. 
The large bill to service the 1984 truck to bring its maintenance record up to date 
has been paid. All the Township Board members supported Butts in his effort to 
maintain all of the equipment in good working order.

I. Blight Inspector: (All action by the Blight Inspector is on hold due to the virus) 
The blight brought up by Yeager earlier in the meeting was discussed. Motion by 
Butts that Reich send a letter to

Wanda Allen requesting that the junk in her yard be cleaned up and that all 
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scrapping of vehicles near or on the road be stopped to preserve safety 
along the road and the fact that no permit had been issued to allow a 
business to operate on the property. Support by Maley. Motion carried.

J. Unsafe Building(s): The case involving the Meltons is on hold due to the virus.                                      
K. Zoning Violations: (1.) M-51 Auto Parts: Butts said that so far the business 

operators are following the agreement they had made with the Township and 
that the Township will have to keep monitoring the situation; (2.) Tim La 
Violette: Butts said that the sign advertising large dogs

is no longer in the yard.
(The points brought up in the letter prompted a long discussion of what actions to 
take next. Motion by Butts that the Township Zoning Administrator and 

Township Supervisor meet with the property owner as soon as 
it is permitted to discuss options available. Support by Maley. Motion 
carried. A letter will be sent to the property owner to this effect.)

L. Planning Commission: The next meeting of the Planning Commission is 
scheduled for June 

11, 2020.

M. Zoning Board of Appeals: There is still an opening on the Board. Butts had 
considered asking

Jim Lawrence to serve but changed his mind since the passing of Ray Janssen. 
He will ask 

Lawrence to serve on the Fire Administrative Board instead.
N. Dowagiac District Library (DDL): Progress on the expansion and renovation of 

the library has stopped due to the virus. Reich said that work has started up 
again today (May 4). He said 

that the Director and Children’s Services Director are working to help all citizens 
use the resources of the library while it is closed. The Director has sent 
out a complete plan on the “Re- Opening” of the library when the Governor’s 
orders allow it.

O. Emergency Services Authority (ESA): Butts went over the latest report on 
ambulance activity. 

P. Treasurer: Fusko said that interest rates on CD’s have taken a drastic drop. 
Butts thanked her for the very thorough report on the water special 
assessment district. Fusko said that the summer taxes newsletter is 
going to feature an article on Ray Janssen and his service on the Fire

Administrative Board and an article on how to get an absentee ballot for the 
August primary and, all future elections. 

Q. Clerk: Reich said that the Secretary7 of State’s office is working on setting up a 
system to help develop a uniform way to address envelopes that can be used by 
the post office.

R. Supervisor: Supervisor Butts: (1.) said that he had received a notice on a future 
I&M rate hike; (2.) reported that the sign about larger dogs on the Tim La 
Violette property is gone.                                                                 
S. Township Website: Griggs said that he has been able to get caught up on all 
additions to the

website.
T. MEANDRS: Maley said there is no news but had noticed a great deal of activity 

where the dam
was. 

11. Payment of Bills: Motion by Griggs to pay the list of bills. Support by Maley. Motion 
carried.  
12. Old Business: 

A. Road Update: Butts said that he had spoken to the Road Commission engineer 
who had inquired about the lack of contracts sent in by the Township. 
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Butts said that he told the engineer 
the cost was too high considering the lower cost of oil, the poor quality of last 

year’s seal
coating and the probability of a huge cut in State revenue sharing which is the 

biggest source of
revenue for the township.

B. Siding: Butts said that he will meet with Martin Buckland on Saturday, May 9 to 
go over the siding problems and issues with the roof as well.  

.
C. Rudy Road Drain: Butts said that he has not been contacted by the Drain 

Commissioner. 
D. Water Shed Grant: There was new information.

13. New Business: There was no New Business
14. Public Comments: none
15. Adjournment: Motion by Griggs that the meeting be adjourned. Support by Maley. 

Motion carried.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:34 P.M.
Kurt Reich, Clerk
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