
WAYNE TOWNSHIP BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

October 7, 2019 
1. Call to Order: Supervisor Butts called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. 
2. Attendance: Frank Butts, present; Kurt Reich, absent; Judith Fusko, present; James Griggs, present; 

Frank Maley, present. Judy Clark, Deputy Clerk, was present to take minutes of the meeting. 
 Citizens: Two citizens were present: Michael Krager, Jr. and Cheryl Bugy.  
 Guests:   State Representative Aaron Miller was present. 
      Jack Coleman, Republican running for the 58

th
 State House District, was present. (Aaron       

     Miller cannot run for re-election as he is now term limited.) 
3. Pledge of Allegiance:  Maley led the pledge to the United States flag. 
4. Invocation: Butts gave the invocation. 
5. Approval of Minutes: Motion by Fusko to approve the minutes of the September 5, 2019 Board 

meeting as printed. Support by Maley. Motion carried. 
6. Treasurer’s Report: General Fund Balance: $343,810.55; Receipts: $59,257.33; Expenditures: 

$15,614.20; New General Fund Balance: $387,453.68; Fire Department Fund Balance (includes 
Sinking Funds): $157,381.35; Receipts: $22,198.71; Expenditures: $116.99; New Fire Department 
Fund Balance: $179,463.07; Trust and Agency Accounts (Property Taxes, Special Assessment, 
and Fire Escrow) Balance: $444,112.18. Motion by Butts to accept the Treasurer’s Report as 
printed. Support by Maley. Motion carried. 

7. Approval of Agenda: There were no changes made to the Agenda. 
8. Guest Comments: State Representative Aaron Miller: Miller commented on the State budget process 

and the many line item vetoes the Governor had made. He explained some of the vetoes and said that 
there would be attempts to over-ride several of them.  

9. Public Comments: Jack Coleman: Coleman, Republican running for the 58
th
 State House District, said 

he is married with a ten year old daughter. He lives in Park Township and is retired from the navy; Brad 
and Julie Farver: the Farvers said that they had made an offer to Don Herter to purchase the former 
Wayne Township Hall. They said the building had passed inspection and that they wanted to keep it “as 
is” inside for nostalgia reasons. The Farvers said that they plan on using it as a place to make and display 
quilts. Butts read from the Zoning Ordinance which said that the building could be used for educational 
purposes. He asked the Board for a motion supporting the use of the building for educational purposes. 

 Motion by Maley that the Board approves the purchase of the building for educational purposes. 
Support by Fusko. Griggs then mentioned that the building could be rezoned in the future if the 
owners wished to use it for commercial purposes. Motion carried. 

10. Reports: 
 A. Building Inspector: There was no report. 
 B.  Zoning Administrator: There was no report. 
 C.  Electrical Inspector: Two Electrical Permits were issued for $322.00. 
 D. Mechanical Inspector: Two Mechanical Permits were issued in September for $390.00. 
 E.  Plumbing Inspector: No Plumbing Permits were issued. 

F. Assessor: Butts said there was no report from Bill Kays. Martha Hassle (a local realtor) said that 
she was trying to sell some land but needed a land division. She said she wanted to make sure 

 her plan was acceptable.  
G. Cemetery Manager: Krager said that there had been one full burial and three cremation burials 
 in September. He said that he had sold one plot. 
H. Fire Board: The minutes of the Fire Board meeting were placed on file. Butts said that there had 
 been seventeen runs in September. He said that the sorority which prepares the meal for the 

annual Community Fire Education Dinner had donated $500.00 to the Fire Department to be 
used for bulletproof vests. He said that the order has been placed and that they would be placed 
on the appropriate fire truck when they arrive. Butts said that hose testing is going to take place 
on October 14. He reported that the 90 gallons of foam the department has which is used to help 
stop fires and which has found to be dangerous to the environment will be picked up for disposal. 

 He said that the oil/grease absorbent (which Trues have donated to the department) worked 
really well at a recent accident scene. It was noted that Volinia Township had sent in its contract 
payment of $22,000.00 and that it will be placed in the department’s checking account by Fusko.  

 I. Blight Inspector: Butts said that Jason Pompey (Zoning Solutions, LLC) has been contracted  
  with to serve as the Ordinance Enforcement Officer for the Township. His work will mostly be with 
  blight but will occasionally deal with zoning issues and dangerous buildings. Butts said that Reich  
  had sent a letter to a resident concerning blight in her yard with a deadline of fifteen days to clean 
  up her yard. A copy was sent to Pompey so he can inspect the property after the fifteen days is  
  up and then begin the process he usually follows in other townships. Butts said that Jim Mosier is 
  no longer serving the Township because of living down south to help care for his granddaughter.  
  Motion by Griggs to send a letter to Jim Mosier thanking him for his long and excellent  



  service to the Township as its Ordinance Enforcement Officer. Support by Maley. Motion  
  carried. (Butts pointed out that while Pompey is a deputy on the Sheriff’s Department, his work 
  for Wayne Township is totally separate from Pompey’s work for the Sheriff’s Department.)                                                                                                      
 J. Unsafe Building(s): (1.) Baker, Shannon and Michelle: Yeager said that there is still a pile of  
  debris left over from the demolition of the burned out home; (2.) Melton, Joseph: the property 
  owner, Cassandra Melton, is working with the Township’s attorney on removing two mobile  
  homes, several unlicensed vehicles and debris and junk in the yard.  
 K. Zoning Violations: (1.) Herter, Don: Butts did not report if Don Herter had found out about the  
  State’s Building Code regulations concerning the distance allowed between buildings; (2.) M-51 
  Auto Parts: Butts said that so far the business operators are following the agreement they had  
  made with the Township and that the Township will have to keep monitoring the situation. 
 L. Planning Commission: Griggs reported that the Planning Commission continued to discuss 
  regulations for solar farms at its September meeting. 
 M. Zoning Board of Appeals: Butts said that there had been three hearings in September and that  
  one is scheduled for October. He said that on September 12 the ZBA (Zoning Board of Appeals)  
  had granted a variance to Douglas Cribbs allowing a garage to be built in the front yard due to the 
  hilly terrain of the parcel on Alan Terrace. There were two hearings involving properties at Twin  
  Lakes on September 19 and Butts reported that the ZBA had denied Louis Casto a variance  
  request which would have resulted in a non-conforming garage and had approved a variance  
  request of James Smith to allow a shorter front yard setback than allowed in the Zoning   
  Ordinance.  
 N. Dowagiac District Library (DDL): Butts said that a Ground Breaking ceremony was going to be 
  held on Saturday, October 12 at noon. Fusko said that she planned to attend. 
 O. Emergency Services Authority (ESA): Butts said that there had not been a meeting. He said  
  that Pride Care had provided a run report. Butts said that due to problems with some of the  
  ambulance services in the county, a few of the townships have no ambulance coverage.  
 P. Treasurer: Fusko went over her very thorough written report. She said that the amount collected 
  from summer taxes was higher than in the past. Fusko said that the taxes she collects in the  
  summer are for the County and the State Education Tax which totaled about six million dollars.   
  She said that she has been a little slow in sending the County its tax money as she has invested  
  funds in the Tax Account in CD’s. Fusko said that the interest paid to the Township will help pay  
  for bank charges. She said that she is beginning to work on winter taxes including the tax  
  newsletter. Fusko said that Reich is going to submit an article on the new election laws passed by 
  the people on “Prop” 3. 
 Q. Clerk: Reich had left a Budget Report with areas that needed amending highlighted. Motion by 
  Fusko to add $1,000.00 to the Zoning Board of Appeals Application income line item; to  
  add $200.00 to the Emergency Siren Service Maintenance line item; to reduce the   
  Supervisor’s Mileage line item by $30.00 and add $30.00 to the Supervisor’s Training line  
  item; and to add $500.00 to the Zoning Board of Appeals Publishing and Printing line item. 
  Support by Maley. Roll call vote:  Judith Fusko, yes; Frank Maley, yes; James Griggs, yes;  
  Frank Butts, yes. (Kurt Reich was absent.) With four yes votes and zero no votes, Butts  
  declared the motion to amend the budget passed. 

R. Supervisor: Supervisor Butts: (1.) went over several informational items; (2.) reported that  
 not all of the contracts for “chip and seal” had been completed and won’t be until next year. He 
 said that the Road Commission said that the pavement lines would be completed this year. 
 Butts said that the “once a year” meeting with all of the townships is going to be held on October 
 31 from 1:00 to 7:00 P.M.; (3.) informed the Board that the township had received a check for 
 $11,370.00 from the lawsuit over the poor cement siding. He said that a final check of the same 
 amount is scheduled to be sent soon. Butts said that he had considered the possibility of 
 replacing the lower siding (which is damaged by getting wet from rain and snow) with brick. He 
 suggested that the Board research possible solutions to the problem. Butts asked Griggs and 
 Fusko to present ways to replace the damaged siding; (4.) said that he had called Shembarger 
 (the company which had sealed the Township Hall and Fire Department parking lots) but had 
 not been able to find out when the lines and handicapped symbols would be painted.                                                                              
S. Township Website: Griggs had no news. 

 T. MEANDRS: Maley had no news to report.  
11. Payment of Bills: Motion by Fusko to pay the list of bills. Support by Maley. Motion carried.   
12. Old Business: There were no Old Business items.  
13. New Business: There was no New Business.   
14. Public Comments: There were no Public Comments. 
15. Adjournment: Motion by Butts that the meeting be adjourned. Support by Maley. Motion carried.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 P.M.  
Judy Clark, Deputy Clerk 


