
WAYNE TOWNSHIP BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

June 4, 2018 
 

1. Call to Order: Supervisor Butts called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. 
2. Attendance: Frank Butts, present; Kurt Reich, present; Judith Fusko, present; James Griggs, present 

(arrived at 7:35); Frank Maley, present. Four Township residents (Michael Krager, Jr., Nancy Tabbert, 
Mary Lou Toy, and Craig Yeager) were present. One guest, Kent Clark, Cass County Road 
Commissioner, was present. 

3. Pledge of Allegiance:  Maley led the pledge to the United States flag. 
4. Invocation: Butts gave the invocation. 
5. Approval of Minutes: Reich asked Fusko about a phrase in her report from May concerning a motion he 
 had made concerning the Nubour St./Davis Lane payment. Fusko said that it should read “to pay 

$6,000.00 toward the principal.” Motion by Fusko to approve the minutes of the May 14, 2018 Board 
Meeting as corrected. Support by Maley. Motion carried. 

6. Treasurer’s Report: General Fund Balance: $375,294.36; Receipts: $48,954.12; Expenditures: 
 $23,539.48; New General Fund Balance: $450,709.00; Fire Department Fund Balance (includes 
 Sinking Funds): $147,731.94; Receipts: $62.38; Expenditures: $7,335.30; New Fire Department 
 Fund Balance: $140,459.02; Trust and Agency Accounts (Property Taxes, Special Assessment, 
 and Fire Escrow) Balance: $51,565.11. Motion by Reich to accept the Treasurer’s Report as 
 printed. Support by Butts. Motion carried. 
7. Approval of Agenda: There were no additions to the agenda. 
8. Guest Comments: Kent Clark: Clark introduced himself as the newest member of the Cass County 
 Road Commission. He said that he wants to hear input from the citizens of the County and is willing to  
 meet with people one on one. Butts mentioned how the Road Commission was grading along the edge 
 of the road, cutting up grass and weeds possibly creating washouts. Clark said that the purpose was to 

allow water to run off the road quickly during a heavy rain. Griggs said that Clark needs to be aware that 
 the Road Commission has been putting more and more costly responsibilities onto the townships (such 
 as fixing culverts and bridges) without any input from the townships. There was discussion about more 
 and more state and federal requirements for roads raising costs to the County Road Commission and 
 the townships.   
9. Public Comments: Mary Lou Toy: Toy said that she has lived in and paid taxes in Wayne Township 
 for sixty years. She said that she is very upset about the fact that she has to depend on Volinia Township 
 for dust control. (Wayne Township contracts to treat all of its gravel roads with dust control as part of its 
 road work budget whereas Volinia Township charges residents for dust control treatments in front of 
 their homes.) Butts explained that it has been many, many years since the Road Commission set up the 
 policy of municipalities having the responsibility of road work for roads on their western border. He said 
 that because of this policy, Griffis Road, which is where Toy lives, is the responsibility of Volinia 

Township. Butts said that the Board would discuss the issue when it gets to it on the agenda. Nancy 
 Tabbert: Tabbert complained that she had not seen any improvement in the amount of junk Ken Holmes 

had dumped on his property across the road from Tabbert. Reich said that the report made by the  
 township’s Ordinance Enforcement Officer addresses the case and that the Board will go over it during 

the Blight Report.  
10. Reports:   
 A. Building Inspector: Six Building Permits were issued during the month of May for a total of 

 $1,893.00. 
 B.  Zoning Administrator: Five Zoning Permits were issued for $150.00 and one application to the 

 Zoning Board of Appeals was made for $300.00. 
 C.  Electrical Inspector: John Peters reported that four Electrical Permits were issued for $670.00. 
 D. Mechanical Inspector: Four Mechanical Permits were issued for $765.00 by Dobberteen 
  Inspections, Inc. during the month of May. 
 E.  Plumbing Inspector: No Plumbing Permits were issued by Dobberteen Inspections, Inc. during 
  the month of May. 

F. Assessor: Butts said that the L-4029 millage levy for 2018 is .8491. He said that the County 
 Equalization Department is trying to clarify how the tax administration fee is figured. He said that 
 the new fee is going to be $3.60 per parcel. Butts said that the State Treasurer is proposing a bill 
 that would change how assessing is done. If passed, the law would cause very big changes 
 for most of the townships and cost much more money. He also said that AMAR requires 

evaluations every five years and that Wayne Township was evaluated two years ago but is now 
scheduled to go through the process again this year. 

G. Cemetery Manager: Krager said that he had sold one lot and two plots and that there had been 
 one full burial. He said that the cemeteries look good—especially with all the rain we have had. 



H. Fire Board: The minutes of the Fire Board meeting were placed on file. Butts reported that there 
  had been seven runs in May. 
 I. Blight Inspector: (1.) Coulter, David: Mosier had been able to speak to Coulter who said that 
  the boats are licensed and that Coulter agreed to get rid of the tires, wheels and other junk in the  
  yard. He said that Coulter is working on a Dodge pickup parked in his yard (2.) Earl, Kenneth:  
  Mosier wrote that there are piles of garbage around the yard. He said that someone has mowed 
  parts of the yard. Mosier said that he does not know the condition of the mobile home inside. 
  This prompted a discussion by the Board. It was agreed that Earl’s daughter is to be contacted 
  to set up a meeting with Don Herter to go through the mobile home to see if it is livable; (3.)  
  Holmes, Ken: Mosier had written that Holmes had not made much, if any, progress cleaning  
  up his property. Motion by Reich to notify Holmes that he must clean up his property by 
  the end of June or a ticket will be issued. Support by Maley. Motion carried; (4.) Rodriquez, 
  Alejandro: there was no report; (5.) Roggow, Michael: this case is on hold; (6.) Smith, Diane:  
  Mosier wrote that there is still a pile of junk toward the back of the property. Motion by Reich 
  that Smith be notified that if her yard is not cleaned up by the end of June a citation will 
  be issued to her. Support by Maley. Motion carried; (7.) Stout, Thomas: (this property is a  
  rental owned by Stout) there is a pile of junk near the back fence of the yard; (8.) Syx, Roger, Jr.: 
  Mosier wrote that that there are a few unlicensed vehicles and that a couple of them appear that  
  they are being worked on; (9.) Thielmann, Jerrita: Mrs. Thielmann’s son has continued to be  
  active in removing the unlicensed vehicles and boats from the property. 
 J. Unsafe Building(s): none 
 K. Zoning Violation(s): (1.) M-51 Auto Parts: Butts said that the vehicles are no longer on the 
  property and that when he met with Levi Smith, Smith was very cooperative and willing to sign an 
  agreement written by our attorney which stipulated that there would be no outdoor storage and 
  no taking off of parts outside. He said that Levi’s attorney entered the case again and told Levi 
  not to sign the agreement until he could go over it. There is a formal hearing at the Law and 
  Courts Building on June 13; (2.) Michael McManus: McManus has applied for a variance which 
  will require a meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 L. Planning Commission: The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission is June 14. The  
  main item for discussion is solar panels and possible “Solar Farms.” 
 M. Dowagiac District Library (DDL): Reich reported that the Library Board had approved having 
  the election for the library expansion/renovation as part of the August 7 State Primary. He said 
  that the Ladies Library organization has plans to continue so go forward to win the millage 
  vote. 
 N. Emergency Services Authority (ESA): Butts reported on the semi-annual meeting he had 
  attended. 
 O. Treasurer: Fusko went over her very thorough written report. She had made a list of the culverts 
  and costs that the Cass County Road Commission had recommended to be repaired or replaced. 
 P. Clerk: Reich said that the Board needed to approve a couple of amendments to line items in the  
  budget. He went over the proposed amendments in the Cemetery Budget and there were no  
  questions. Motion by Fusko to move $1,000.00 from the Cemetery Improvements line item  
  and add $1,000.00 to the Cemetery Supplies line item. Support by Reich. Motion carried. 

Q. Supervisor: Supervisor Butts: (1.) said that he had agreed to make positive comments 
 concerning a grant the City of Dowagiac is applying for from the SWMPC (South Western 
 Michigan Planning Commission) for a walkway and park along Cass Avenue; (2.) reported that 
 the Zoning Board of Appeals had granted Travis Reed a variance to build a pole barn twice as 
 big as the Zoning Ordinance allows; (3.) said there is a MTA Planning and Zoning seminar at 
 WMU; (4.) said that the process for Bruce Gant’s variance is complete; (5.) reported that 
 the flooding problem on Corwin St. has been taken care of; (6.) said that there will be a new 
 CERT training in Cass County in September; (7.) said that the Fire Department has received 
 a check from an insurance company to pay the department for paying Joe Van Tuyle for using 
 his Bobcat to lift up a burning roof to be able to put out the fire underneath it; (8.)  reported that 
 the Township had taken a complaint concerning someone tying a pontoon boat to a utility pole 
 at Twin Lakes; (9.) said that John Emerson is building a barn to hold the six or seven unlicensed 
 vehicles on his property on M-51 North; (10.) reported on Land Divisions being worked on by 
 Bill Kays. 

 R. Township Website: Griggs said that he continues to update the Township’s website as minutes 
  come in. 
 S. MEANDRS: Maley said that the next meeting will be June 25. 
11. Payment of Bills: Motion by Butts to pay the list of bills. Support by Maley. Motion carried. 
12. Old Business:  



 A. Township Hall/Fire Station Sign: Butts said that sign location was agreed on, that the sign  
  was tested and that it started right up when plugged in. He said it looks great! 
 B. Culverts: Butts went over the culverts on Roth Rd.  and Green Lake St. that the Road   
  Commission says need to be repaired or replaced. He said that the culvert on Green Lake St. 
  has a hole in it—possibly made by a farm implement and that our cost to replace it will be 
  $1,280.14. He went over the culverts on Roth Road and they were discussed more fully. Motion 
  by Fusko to approve culvert contracts 13 & 15. Support by Maley. Motion carried. There 
  was more discussion on contract 14. Motion by Butts to approve contract 14. Support by 
  Maley. Motion carried. 
13. New Business:  
 A. Dust Control Appeal: (This appeal refers to the Public Comments section by Mrs. Toy.) 
  Butts said that Volinia Township (Griffis Road is on the west side of Volinia Township which 
  makes it the responsibility of Volinia Township.) has sent the Toys two letters on Dust Control 
  and has not heard back from them—with this Friday the last day to get on the list. There was a 
  very long, heartfelt discussion of the issue of Wayne Township paying for the Toy’s Dust  
  Control. Motion by Butts to deny Mrs. Toy’s request that Wayne Township pay for her 
  Dust Control. Support by Maley. Motion carried with a 4 yes to 1 no vote outcome.  
 B. Ambulance Special Assessment Public Hearing: Motion by Griggs to set August 13 for  
  the Public Hearing on the Ambulance Special Assessment. 
 C. Reappointment of George LaPorte to the Fire Administrative Board: Motion by Griggs 
  to reappoint George LaPorte to a six year term on the Wayne Township Fire Administrative 
  Board. Support by Maley. Motion carried.  
14. Public Comments: There were no Public Comments. 
15. Adjournment: Motion by Griggs that the meeting be adjourned. Support by Maley. Motion carried.  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:49 P.M.  
Kurt Reich, Clerk 


