
WAYNE TOWNSHIP BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

August 13, 2018 
 

1. Call to Order: Supervisor Butts called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. 
2. Attendance: Frank Butts, present; Kurt Reich, present; Judith Fusko, present; James Griggs, present; 

Frank Maley, present. 
 There was a large group of people—township residents and family and friends of Craig Yeager—to honor  
 him for saving the life of a woman trapped in a burning car. The group included State Representative 
 Aaron Miller. 
3. Pledge of Allegiance:  Griggs led the pledge to the United States flag. 
4. Invocation: Butts gave the invocation. 
5. Approval of Minutes: Motion by Fusko to approve the minutes of the July 2, 2018 Board Meeting. 
 Support by Maley. Motion carried. 
6. Treasurer’s Report: General Fund Balance: $322,704.97; Receipts: $52,880.20; Expenditures: 
 $38,243.48; New General Fund Balance: $337,341.69; Fire Department Fund Balance (includes 
 Sinking Funds): $140,773.23; Receipts: $8,812.60; Expenditures: $2,618.80; New Fire Department 
 Fund Balance: $146,967.03; Trust and Agency Accounts (Property Taxes, Special Assessment, 
 and Fire Escrow) Balance: $81,512.17. Motion by Reich to accept the Treasurer’s Report as 
 printed. Support by Griggs. Motion carried. 
7. Approval of Agenda: There were no changes requested for the agenda. 
8. Recognition of Craig Yeager: (Yeager was the first fire fighter on the scene of a single automobile 

accident which had resulted in an overturned car with a woman occupant and the car was on fire. 
 Yeager was able to remove the woman at great peril to himself.) State Representative Aaron Miller 
 presented Yeager with an award signed by Miller and the Governor of the State of Michigan which 

thanked Yeager for his service to the people of the township and for saving a person’s life. Supervisor 
 Butts read a letter written by Brad Miller who had submitted a “Letter to the Editor” to the Decatur 
 newspaper. The letter explained the whole event and thanked Yeager and all volunteers for their service 

to the people of the area.  
9. Guest Comments: State Representative Aaron Miller: Representative Miller said that the bill he had 
 sponsored to allow a faster timeline for farmers to put in irrigation wells had been passed. He said that  
 many groups and individuals had been a part of the effort to protect the environment and help the farmers 
 and that the bill had become a bipartisan project. Miller said that he wanted to thank the group Trout 
 Unlimited for their help with the bill; Miller said that he opposes the assessing bill put forth by the Treasury 
 Department. He said that he has heard from many local assessors about the issue. Butts informed him 
 about the resolution the Board would be passing during the meeting and Miller said that he would be glad 
 to accept the resolution and will use it to garner more support in his effort to stop/amend the bill.   
10. Public Comments: Tim Wallen: Wallen, of 55389 Colby St. said that he is upset about all of the 
 trash and junk in the yards of several people on Colby St. Butts informed him that the Board has sent 
 the Ordinance Enforcement Officer out to two properties on Colby St. and that he has been able to talk  
 to the owners of the properties to get them to comply with the township’s Blight Ordinance.  
11. Reports:   
 A. Building Inspector:  Building Permits for June: five permits were issued for $523.00. 
     Building Permits for July: nine permits were issued for $1,964.00. 
 B.  Zoning Administrator: There was no report from the Zoning Inspector. 
 C.  Electrical Inspector: One Electrical Permit was issued for $175.00. 
 D. Mechanical Inspector: Two Mechanical Permits were issued for $335.00. 
 E.  Plumbing Inspector: One Plumbing Permit was issued for $379.00. 

F. Assessor: Butts said that the Board of Review had met in July. He said that twenty-one petitions 
 had been reviewed. 
G. Cemetery Manager: Krager reported that he had sold two plots and that there had been three 
 full burials and one cremation burial. 
H. Fire Board: The minutes of the Fire Board meeting were placed on file. Butts reported that there 

  had been twenty-four runs in July. He said that some of the volunteers had helped at the County 
  Fire Department grill at the Cass County Fair. 
 I. Blight Inspector: (1.) Allen, Wanda: Mosier wrote that all of the mound of trash had been  
  cleaned up; (2.) Coulter, David: Mosier wrote that there is still several violations; (3.) Holmes,  
  Ken: Mosier had written that Holmes had removed all but two items of trash from his property;  
  (4.)Roggow, Michael: this case is on hold; (5.) Fisher, John: Mosier wrote that were no sounds  
  of chickens or ducks during his inspection but that the shed is still a zoning violation because it is  
  so close to the property line;  (6.) Harris, Sheila: Mosier wrote that he had spoken to Harris’ son  
  who said that the car was going to be removed and that they are working on getting rid of the pile  



  of trash; (7.) Syx, Roger: Mosier wrote that the case could be closed; (8.) Thielmann, James:  
  Thielmann has continued to be active in cleaning up the property. 
 J. Unsafe Building(s): Baker, Shannon and Michelle: the owners have taken out a demolition 
  permit. 
 K. Zoning Violation(s): John Fisher: his shed is too close to the property line. 
 L. Planning Commission: the next meeting of the Planning Commission will be on September 13. 
 M. Zoning Board of Appeals: Butts said that the Zoning Board of Appeals had granted variances 
  to Erik Haas and Fred Laylin. 
 N. Dowagiac District Library (DDL): Reich said that the Board had met on Saturday and voted to 
  put the issue of renovating and adding on to the library on the November 6 General Election. He  
  said that the campaign to win the election will be much more open to “get the word out” about the  
  need for a larger, renovated library. 
 O. Emergency Services Authority (ESA): Butts went over two Incident Reports. He said that at the 
  quarterly meeting held in Dowagiac Pride Care reported that they are short five paramedics. 
  Butts said that there are hints that the money is short and that the municipalities may have to 
  start paying Pride Care within a year or two.  
 P. Treasurer: Fusko went over her very thorough written report. She said that she had been able to  
  pay extra money to the USDA because of property owners who have paid in full. Fusko asked 
  Butts if the Fire Department is planning on any big purchases in the next year or two because 
  she would like to purchase a C.D. that would give a better interest rate than what the extra 
  funds are now getting. Butts said that Fusko should come to the next Fire Board meeting so 
  she can present her plan to invest the Fire Department’s funds. He said that Wickett is  
  planning on getting the fire trucks caught up on maintenance which could be very expensive. 
 Q. Clerk: Reich said that the election had gone very well even though the tabulator could not be 
  used until a key could be brought in to check for any ballots in the tabulator. 

R. Supervisor: Supervisor Butts: (1.) said that he had taken complaints about loud music coming 
 from the workers building a new home on Twin Lakes Rd. He advised the people to call the 
 Sheriff about the problem; (2.) reported that he would be attending the third “Imagine Cass” 
 meeting; (3.) said that the Mill Pond Association had their annual meeting and decided to put the 
 weed killing project on the back burner for now; (4.) said that he had attended the 911 Authority 
 meeting. He said that the 911 Center had taken 39,000 calls in the last three months; (5.) 
 reported that seventeen homes are now hooked into the Nubour St./Davis Lane water system; 
 (6.) said that he had given permission for an auction to be held in the Township Hall meeting 
 room on Monday, October 8; (7.) reported that there will be five land divisions on Mud Lake; (8.) 
 said that he will not give permission for any reason for pigs to be raised on Colby St. next year; 
 (9.) reported that he will be attending a meeting in Berrien County on August 21 to get information 
 on invasive species. Maley said that he is interested in attending the meeting as well; (10.) 
 reported that the MTA Regional Meeting for our district is being held on October 17 and that he 
 plans on attending. 

 S. Township Website: Griggs said that he updated terms of office sent to him by Reich. He said 
  that he plans to put the tax newsletter on the website as well. 
 T. MEANDRS: Maley said that he had not received any information on the next meeting. 
11. Payment of Bills: Motion by Fusko to pay the list of bills. Support by Griggs. Motion carried. 
12. Old Business:  
 A. Township Hall/Fire Station Sign: Butts said that he is working on getting permanent   
  underground electricity out to the sign. 
 B. Culverts: The Road Commission is working elsewhere so there has not been any progress 
  again this past month on the Township’s culverts. 
 C. Hallway Floor Covering: Fusko and Griggs, the Floor Covering Committee, will meet after 
  the Board meeting is concluded. 
 D. Resolution R-18-08-02 to Oppose the Treasury Department’s Proposed Assessing Bill: 
  There was discussion about many negative impacts the proposed bill would have on townships in 
  the, State. Motion by James K. Griggs to adopt Resolution R-18-08-01. Support by Frank H. 
  Maley. Roll call vote: James K. Griggs, yes; Frank L. Butts, yes; Kurt E. Reich, yes; Judith 
  Anne Fusko, yes; Frank H. Maley, yes. With five yes votes and zero no votes, Butts 
  declared the resolution passed. Reich was asked to send copies of the resolution to  
  Representative Aaron Miller and Governor Snyder. 
 E. Memorandum of Understanding: Butts said that the Fire Administrative Board had approved 
  the Memorandum of Understanding between the Dowagiac and Wayne Township fire   
  departments. He said that the next step is for the Township Board to approve the document. 
  Motion by Reich to adopt the Memorandum of Understanding between the Wayne 
  Township and Dowagiac City fire departments. Support by Maley. Motion carried. 



13. New Business: 
 A.  Land Division Fee and Assessor Pay: Butts said that the Land Divisions are now being 
  done by Bill Kays, the Township Assessor. Reich said that the fee for a Land Division 
  has not been changed for at least eighteen years. He recommended that the Assessor get 
  80% of the fee to be consistent with the Building and Zoning Departments. Motion by Butts 
  to set the Land Division fee at $150.00 and the pay for the Assessor to be 80% of the 
  fee. Support by Reich. Motion carried. 
 B. Cleaning Proposal: Fusko said that the Board needed to address the issue of cleanliness 
  in the Township Hall. She submitted a proposal to hire Lori Burkett to work two hours per month 
  at $20.00 per hour using the corresponding work description. There was support for the thorough  
  proposal. Motion by Fusko to hire Lori Burkett to clean the Township Hall two hours per 
  month following the proposed job description with pay to be $20.00 per hour. Support by 
  Griggs. Motion carried. 
 C. Resolution R-18-08-01 to Set the Ambulance Special Assessment Rate: Motion by Frank L.  
  Butts to set the Ambulance Special Assessment Rate at $0.00 per improved parcel.  
  Support by James K. Griggs. Roll call vote: Frank L. Butts, yes; Kurt E. Reich, yes; Judith 
  Anne Fusko, yes; Frank H. Maley, yes; James K. Griggs, yes. With five yes votes and zero  
  no votes, Butts declared the resolution had passed. 
 D. Ordinance on Camping Units: Reich said that he would have the proposed ordinance on setting 
  rules for camping ready to vote on next month.     
14. Public Comments: Michael Krager, Jr.: Krager said that he wanted to thank Judy Fusko for bringing 
 the Cemetery books and Index up to date. 
15. Adjournment: Motion by Griggs that the meeting be adjourned. Support by Maley. Motion carried.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:46 P.M.  
Kurt Reich, Clerk 


