
WAYNE TOWNSHIP BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

September 5, 2019 
 

1. Call to Order: Supervisor Butts called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. 
2. Attendance: Frank Butts, present; Kurt Reich, present; Judith Fusko, present; James Griggs, present; 

Frank Maley, present. 
 Citizens: Two citizens were present: Michael Krager, Jr. and Cheryl Bugy.  
 Guests:   No guest speakers were present. 
3. Pledge of Allegiance:  Griggs led the pledge to the United States flag. 
4. Invocation: Butts gave the invocation. 
5. Approval of Minutes: 
 A. Motion by Maley to approve the minutes of the August 5, 2019 Ambulance Special 

 Assessment Public Hearing as printed. Support by Griggs. Motion carried. 
 B. Motion by Fusko to approve the minutes of the August 5, 2019 Board meeting as printed. 

 Support by Maley. Motion carried. 
6. Treasurer’s Report: General Fund Balance: $366,748.96; Receipts: $5,729.97; Expenditures: 

$28,668.38; New General Fund Balance: $343,810.55; Fire Department Fund Balance (includes 
Sinking Funds): $157,853.46; Receipts: $214.66; Expenditures: $686.77; New Fire Department Fund 
Balance: $157,381.35; Trust and Agency Accounts (Property Taxes, Special Assessment, and Fire 
Escrow) Balance: $19,712.00. Motion by Reich to accept the Treasurer’s Report as printed. 
Support by Maley. Motion carried. 

7. Approval of Agenda: There were no changes made to the Agenda. 
8. Public Comments: Cheryl Bugy: Bugy said that the Road Commission needs to trim trees/brush on the 

curve where Marcellus Highway and Hatch St. meet. She said that the trees/brush make it very difficult to 
see vehicles coming west on Marcellus Highway which could result in an accident. 

9. Reports: 
 A. Building Inspector: Don Herter reported that six Building Permits were issued in June for 

 $637.00; three Building Permits were issued in July for $516.00; six Building Permits were issued 
 in August for $1,060.00. 

 B.  Zoning Administrator: Mark Davis’ report covered May 23 through August 22: Seven Zoning 
  Permits were issued for $210.00 and four Variance applications were taken for $1,200.00.  
 C.  Electrical Inspector: There was no report. 
 D. Mechanical Inspector: Six Mechanical Permits were issued in August for $1,170.00. 
 E.  Plumbing Inspector: No Plumbing Permits were issued. 

F. Assessor: Butts said there was no report from Bill Kays. 
G. Cemetery Manager: Krager said that there had been no burials in August and that there had not 

been any lots/plots sold. 
H. Fire Board: The minutes of the Fire Board meeting were placed on file. Butts said that there had 
 been thirteen runs in August. He said that there have been good training sessions with very good 

attendance recently. Butts said that hose testing is going to take place on October 14. He said 
that one of the Scot Packs needs repairs costing $2,450.00 and that the Fire Board decided that 
was too high considering a new Scot Pack costs $5,500.00. Butts said that two of the Scot Packs 

 have different problems and that they will be repaired. He said that the MTA is holding a seminar 
on emerging issues in emergency services on September 25. He said that two members of the 
Fire Board wish to go, that he wishes to go, and that Bob Smith wants to go as well. Butts noted 
that Smith’s registration fee will be turned into the City of Dowagiac for payment. Motion by 
Reich to send four people to the MTA Seminar on Emergency Services. Support by Fusko. 
Motion carried. Butts went on to report that three of the new firemen plan on taking the 
Firefighter 1 & 2 classes and that the Fire Board has approved paying for the three firemen. He  

 also said that he had attended a meeting in Richland with Craig Yeager and Wayne Fairleigh 
 where the State Fire Marshall spoke about the new rules being formulated concerning training for 

firemen. The Fire Marshall revealed that 70% of the firemen in Michigan are volunteers which 
should have an impact on the training rules. 

 I. Blight Inspector: Reich said that current cases are David Coulter even though Mosier had  
  recommended to close the case; Ms. Melton is working with the township’s attorney and has  
  agreed to remove the two mobile homes, all the unlicensed vehicles and all the junk in the  
  yards with dates for completion agreed on; David Zilligen has not been cooperating in getting his  
  property cleaned up. Butts said that Jason Pompey has agreed to meet with him to work on a  
  contract for him to serve as the township’s Ordinance Enforcement Officer. There was consensus 
  to have Butts and Reich meet with Pompey to work up a contract. The reason for hiring a new  
  person  was the fact that Mosier is living down south to take care of his granddaughter and only  



  occasionally comes to Dowagiac for a few days at a time. Griggs said that he hopes that there will 
  be a good “parting of the ways” with Mosier. 
 J. Unsafe Building(s): (1.) Baker, Shannon and Michelle: Yeager said that there is still a pile of  
  debris left over from the demolition of the burned out home; (2.) Melton, Joseph: see above 
 K. Zoning Violations: (1.) Herter, Don: Butts did not report if Don Herter had found out about the  
  State’s Building Code regulations concerning the distance allowed between buildings; (2.) M-51 
  Auto Parts: Butts said that so far the business operators are following the agreement they had  
  made with the Township and that the Township will have to keep monitoring the situation. 
 L. Planning Commission: The next meeting is September 12 at 7:30 P.M. 
 M. Zoning Board of Appeals: Butts said that another application has been received. 
 N. Dowagiac District Library (DDL): Reich said that the main thing being worked on is the   
  renovation/expansion. 
 O. Emergency Services Authority (ESA): Butts said that the run reports for July and August have  
  been received. 
 P. Treasurer: Fusko went over her very thorough written report. She said that she had been very  
  busy collecting the final summer tax payments and that the new property tax software purchased 
  by the County Treasurer has been working well. Fusko went on to say that interest rates are  
  going down which is having an impact on the earnings of the certificates of deposit. She   
  explained the story behind the quilt hanging on the wall. 
 Q. Clerk: Reich said that an amendment was needed in the budget because the invoice for Dust  
  Control was slightly higher than planned. Motion by Fusko to amend the Road Construction  
  line item by reducing it by $1,000.00 and amend the Dust Control line item by raising it by  
  $1,000.00. Support by Maley. Roll call vote: Judith Fusko, yes; Frank Maley, yes; James  
  Griggs, yes; Frank Butts, yes; Kurt Reich, yes. With five yes votes and zero no votes, the  
  amendment was passed. 

R. Supervisor: Supervisor Butts: (1.) said that new 911 brochures are available; (2.) reported that 
 the emergency siren at Twin Lakes has been serviced and that the radio at the 911 center has 
 been repaired; (3.) said that the Secretary of State’s local office is moving back to Dowagiac now 
 that the renovation of the building it rents space in is complete; (4.) reported that there is going to 
 be a meeting in Kalamazoo on solid waste on September 18; (5.) said that Silver Creek Township 
 is organizing a meeting on September 18 from 6 to 9 P.M. with an attorney from Bauckham, 
 Sparks  who will address several current issues facing townships such as planning, zoning and 
 FOIA requests. Butts said that Silver Creek Township is inviting all township board members, 
 Planning Commission members, and ZBA members. He said that a larger number of people who 
 attend will lower the cost per person. Butts said that pizza will be served at 5:30 P.M.; (6.) 
 reported that the culvert on Twin Shores Drive at Twin Lakes has been repaired; (7.) said that the 
 lines will eventually be painted by the Road Commission as it is part of the contract; (8.) reported 
 that a person is interested in purchasing the old township hall and use it as a quilting center. He 
 said that a Special Use Permit may be needed if they do purchase it and use it for a business.  
S. Township Website: Griggs requested more information to update the website. 

 T. MEANDRS: Maley said that there had been a meeting and said that a contract had been   
  awarded to remove the dam at the old power plant near Niles. 
10. Payment of Bills: Motion by Fusko to pay the list of bills. Support by Maley. Motion carried.   
11. Old Business: There were no Old Business items.  
12. New Business:  
 A. MTA District Meeting: The MTA District Meeting for our district is October 3 at WMU in   
  Kalamazoo from 8:30 to 3:45. After discussion Reich was told to call MTA and make reservations 
  for Butts and Maley. Fusko said she may attend and would let Reich know before September 17, 
  the last day for the Early Bird registration fee. 
 B. Bauckham, Sparks Conference: The Bauckham, Sparks Conference is September 30. Reich 
  was told to call and make reservations for four people. 
 C. Public Law Reference Book: Butts said that he had received a book on Public Law and had  
  decided to return it unless a Board member wanted him to keep it. No one on the Board wanted  
  it.  
13. Public Comments: There were no Public Comments. 
14. Adjournment: Motion by Griggs that the meeting be adjourned. Support by Maley. Motion carried.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 P.M.  
Kurt Reich, Clerk 


